Bethlehem Lutheran Church
January 23, 2022

Welcome and Announcements
Confession and Forgiveness
P: We begin our worship in the name of the + Triune God.
If we say we have no sin we deceive ourselves and the truth is not
in us. Let us confess our sin to God who is faithful and just and
who has promised to forgive our sin and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.
Silence for reflection and self-examination.
P: Most merciful God,
C: We confess to you that we have sinned against you in thought,
word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not trusted you with our whole heart; we have
not loved one another in deed and in truth. In your compassion
forgive our sin and so uphold us by your Spirit that we may live
and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ our light
and our truth. Amen.

P In the name of Jesus Christ, I proclaim to you that Almighty God, rich
in mercy, abundant in love, forgives you all your sin and grants you
newness of life in Jesus Christ. Amen
Gathering Hymn Son of God Eternal Savior
ELW 655
Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all
C: And also with you
Kyrie
ELW Setting 7, pg. 175
Hymn of Praise
Gloria
ELW pg. 176
Prayer of the Day
Birthing God,
You gave us new life when we were born of water and Spirit. Help us
live into that new life, refreshed and renewed for your work. In Jesus
name we pray, Amen.
First Reading: Psalm 139:13-18
13
For it was you who formed my inward parts; you knit me together in
my mother’s womb.
14
I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful are
your works; that I know very well.
15
My frame was not hidden from you, when I was being made in
secret, intricately woven in the depths of the earth.
16
Your eyes beheld my unformed substance. In your book were written
all the days that were formed for me, when none of them as yet
existed.
17
How weighty to me are your thoughts, O God! How vast is the sum
of them!
18
I try to count them—they are more than the sand; I come to the
end—I am still with you.
Narrative Reading: John 3:1-21
Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews.
2
He came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that
you are a teacher who has come from God; for no one can do
these signs that you do apart from the presence of God.” 3Jesus
answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of
God without being born from above.” 4Nicodemus said to him, “How
can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second
time into the mother’s womb and be born?” 5Jesus answered, “Very
truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being

3

born of water and Spirit. 6What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is
born of the Spirit is spirit. 7Do not be astonished that I said to you,
‘You must be born from above.’ 8The wind blows where it chooses,
and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes
from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.”
9
Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 10Jesus answered
him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these
things? 11Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify
to what we have seen; yet you do not receive our testimony. 12If I have
told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you
believe if I tell you about heavenly things? 13No one has ascended into
heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man.
14
And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must
the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him may have
eternal life. 16For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so
that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have
eternal life. 17Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to
condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved
through him. 18Those who believe in him are not condemned; but
those who do not believe are condemned already, because they have
not believed in the name of the only Son of God. 19And this is the
judgment, that the light has come into the world, and people loved
darkness rather than light because their deeds were evil. 20For all who
do evil hate the light and do not come to the light, so that their deeds
may not be exposed. 21But those who do what is true come to the
light, so that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have been done in
God.”
Sermon
Hymn of the Day I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light
ELW 815
Apostle’s Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the
dead.* On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the
living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the
life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers of Intercession
Exchange of Peace – Unmute for those on Zoom
P: The peace of Christ be with you all
R: And also with you.
Please share the peace with one another
Offering
Offertory
Create in Me
ELW 186
Offertory Prayer
Let us pray,
Loving Lord, you provide for all our needs, both the important ones
and the ones we may take for granted. May we never doubt that each
act of kindness is blessed with your grace and received with
thanksgiving. Pour your blessings upon these offerings and all those
who give them, that we may be joined to one another in love. In Jesus’
name we pray. Amen.
Lord’s Prayer
Benediction
Deep peace of the running wave to you,
Deep peace of the flowing air to you,
Deep peace of the quiet earth to you,
Deep peace of the shining stars to you,
Deep peace of the Son of Peace to you, + now and forever. Amen
Sending Hymn
Be Thou My Vision
ELW 793
Dismissal
Go in peace to love God and your neighbor.
Thanks be to God.
Announcements
Annual Meeting immediately following worship.
Souper Bowl – The NFL Super Bowl is Sunday Feb. 13. We have
typically had a soup lunch and collected money for Matt Talbot. I don’t
know if Covid will allow for the soup lunch, but I’m hopeful. Either
way, we’ll plan to collect $$ for Matt Talbot.

Here is a picture of Gedalia and Gilgaly Massawe headed off to school
for the year. Below is a picture of them with their mom, Pastor
Gladness Nyange. Thank you to everyone who contributed!

